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67. If We had commanded them 'Lay down your lives or leave your homes' they would 
not have done it except for a few of them; and if they had done what they are exhorted 
to do it would surely have been better for them and conducive to greater strength. 


The commentary of previous scholars is based upon the supposition that the Jews should kill 
each other because of their disobedience and they have perplexed themselves in order to apply 
this [interpretation] but this is not what they were commanded. These scholars have stumbled 
and erred. The Jews were punished severely as a consequence of their disobedience and this is 
the style of the Torah and the purpose of the torment was that they forbid everything to 
themselves because without that they could not escape the results of their sins. Thus except a 
few who bore the hardship upon themselves the rest were deemed sinners before God. Here in 
this verse the subject is mentioned with reference to the Holy Prophet” for he is a Prophet of 
favour. So he is instructed to deal gently with reference to [his status as] the Master. For this 
reason the Holy Prophet™ adopted gentle treatment in every matter concerning the Companions 
wherever an aspect of hardship was present in the Shariah and could have been adopted. 
Countless Traditions shed light upon this subject. So look how glorious this Prophet is that he 
deals with you tenderly so if you hold the faith of Allah's Apostle close to your heart you will 
be granted sure-footedness because it is easy to take the softer approach in everyday life. 


68. Then We would surely have given them a great reward of Our own. 
69. We would surely have guided them in the Straight Path. 


Ibn Kathir has taken the 'reward' in verse number 68 to mean 'Paradise' although the reward 
has been explained in the following verse as being that Straight Path which is mentioned in 
Surah al-Fatiha [The Opening]. All the above verses are gradually leading on to verse number 
70. Because these scholars wish to avoid that Straight Path upon which one journeys towards 
Prophethood so they [tend to] Bypass it by taking it to Paradise and according to them the 
reward is that Straight Path which passes through the juncture of Doomsday. This is an 
imaginary tale. My interpretation continues to be throughout these verses that the real path 
which is meant as a reward is that whoever obeys Allah and this Messenger will be included 
among those whom Allah has graced. 


70. Then all who obey Allah and the Messenger are in the company of those on whom 
Allah has bestowed His blessings namely the Prophets the Truthful the Martyrs and 
the Righteous. How excellent a company! 


This verse clearly and openly explains the 'Seal of the Prophets' verse and continues the 
beneficence of Prophethood rather than blocking it.! 


' Muhammad is not the father of any of you men but he is the Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the Prophets; 
and Allah has full knowledge of all things. 


Al Ahzab: 41. 


We believe that the status and position of the Holy Prophet™ his munificence and mercifulness 
can never cease, rather it continues for ever. In accord with the meanings of a Seal, his seal 
grants Prophethood. There is only one Prophet who acknowledges the truth of every Prophet. 
Nobody in the world ever made this affirmation and whoever does not join this affirmation is 
cut off from him. Compare many of the Reformers, Sages, Saints, Traditionists and sages with 
the signs given to such in the Torah, such as the earlier Prophets and see who is greater in the 
grandeur of Prophethood. However all of these sages never ever made a universal claim. Now 
only that Prophethood is worthy of being called Prophethood, which places all worlds within 
view which 'Prevails over all religions’. There is only one such person, who will be universal, 
who has sometimes been called Mahdi and sometimes been called Jesus. Such a person was 
chosen who was to adopt the mantle of the Holy Prophet” completely and give dominance to 
Islam in every sphere. This is the real recognition of the signet that among his followers there 
will be born Prophets, and the Truthful, the Martyrs and the Righteous and these are the exact 
meanings given by various sages of the Ummah that those positions which will be granted to 
the Mahdi and to Jesus will be greater than all previous scholars and he will be above all 
previous Prophets because he will be a picture of the Holy Prophet ™. The Shias also accept this 
that the Imam Mahdi [Promised Reformer] will be greater in status than our Imams. 


Among the arguments of different scholars is one of Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi who also 
considers this verse to be in explanation of the verse of Surah al-Fatiha: 


The path of those bestowed thy blessings, not those who incurred displeasure and not 
those who fell astray.” 


These meanings are exactly as we have given but having said such a good thing he got worried 
and started to say that 'among those' means the Angels and hurriedly tries to diverge. So nobody 
should think that we have taken the meaning of 'on whom Allah has bestowed His blessings' 
from him. The commentary of Mahmud Alusi in Ruh al-Ma‘ani [Spirit of Meanings] is 
somewhat similar to that given in our literature. It should be remembered that all four positions 
are found in Prophets. According to the Traditions many people are included in the category 
of Martyrs. 
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